
VICTORIA 
NATURALIST 

Published by the 

VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

Victoria, B.C. 



1 
T H E V I C T O R I A _ _N_ A T U R A L I S T 

Published by 
THE VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

Vol.21, No.l September 1964 

MY CHURCH 
By Linda Gregg 

My church i s God's world. H i s t r e e s , f l o w e r s , 
shrubs, b i r d s , i n s e c t s , f i s h e s , and animals are a l l mem
bers of the congregation. Towering t r e e s , graced w i t h 
the grandeur of age, are the arches of my church. T h e i r 
sweeping branches s i l e n t l y usher me i n t o t h i s sacred 
p l a c e . The f l o o r i s s o f t and cushiony, and here and there 
are b r i g h t spots of c o l o r . A l l v a r i e t i e s of mosses, 
l i c h e n s , and flowers are to be found here. Fern moss 
grows i n the shady areas, and nearby can be seen some pine 
moss, hugging close to a rock. The g l o s s y leaves of the 
twinflower shine i n the sun and i t s d a i n t y flowers nod i n 
the s l i g h t breeze. Old l o g s , once f i n e specimens many 
years ago, now l i e i n repose upon the f o r e s t f l o o r . They 
are the pews of my church. Many are g a i l y decorated w i t h 
c o l o r f u l slime-molds, mosses, and some even boast a few 
flowers. 

The w a l l s of my church are s t a t e l y and v a r i e d , here 
an o l d cedar, and perhaps over there a young maple, s t r u g 
g l i n g f o r e x i s t e n c e . The c h o i r of my church i s a f i n e 
one. Robins, f i n c h e s , sparrows, woodpeckers, and even 
the low bass of the raven, are a l l here to s i n g p r a i s e 
to God. The p u l p i t i s a low, rounded rock, and here a l l 
the m i n i s t e r s of God's world gather to preach t h e i r ser
mons. Some come i n f l o c k s , l i k e the b i r d s , w h i l e others, 
l i k e the s q u i r r e l , come alone. Each one has h i s own 
message f o r me from God, and each d e l i g h t s i n t e l l i n g i t 
to me. Whether i t be by the way i t s i n g s , or by the way 
i t s u r v i v e s . 

And now the f i n a l touch to my church, the r o o f . 
Blue s k i e s , w i t h s w i r l s of white clouds form the r o o f . 
They are the Heavens, reaching f a r i n t o the i n f i n i t i e s 
of space, and coming back to s h e l t e r my church and a l l 
i t s congregation. 
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BEAUTY IN A BOG 
By M.CS Melburn 

Ten paces o f f the road w i l l put you knee-deep i n t o 
a s m a l l , but r i c h l y populated sphagnum bog, a d e l i g h t f u l 
spot to explore. This bog i s approximately 6 m i l e s east 
of Port Renfrew at an a l t i t u d e of about 800 f e e t . 

There, on J u l y 11th, three of us observed, growing 
i n p r o f u s i o n , many f a m i l i a r p l a n t s : - labrador t e a , bunch-
berry, twin-flower, swamp l a u r e l , a r c t i c s t a r - f l o w e r , 
l i t t l e S t . John's wort and buckbean. 

But there were many others not so f r e q u e n t l y seen 
such as, f a l s e asphodel, green-flowered bog-orchid, bog 
cranberry, sundew, slender cotton-grass and broad-leaved 
c a l t h a , a cousin to the marsh marigold. 

Three p l a n t s we had not p r e v i o u s l y seen anywhere 
were northern apargidium, crowberry and gold-thread. 

Northern apargidium i s a dandelion r e l a t i v e . I t s 
long and very narrow leaves are a l l b a s a l . The plant has 
only one head of y e l l o w flowers mounted on a scape twice 
the length of the leaves and so t h i n as to curve twice or 
t h r i c e apparently i n an e f f o r t to hold up i t s heavy flow
er-head. 

Crowberry i s a small h e a t h - l i k e shrub w i t h t h i c k l i n 
ear leaves 4-8 mm. long and brownish-purple flowers no 
more than 3 mm. i n l e n g t h . Black b e r r i e s , small and round, 
develop l a t e r i n the season. 

Gold-thread (so named f o r the colour of i t s r o o t s ) 
has f e r n - l i k e l e a f - b l a d e s of f i r m t e x t u r e so smooth as to 
appear p o l i s h e d . I t blossoms from A p r i l to May, so we 
found no flowers and even the seeds had dropped. 

Many sedges and rushes grow among these p l a n t s ; 
sphagnum moss carpets the whole area and v a r i o u s c o n i f e r 
ous t r e e s frame the p i c t u r e . 
REFERENCE LIST: 

Family Genus & Species Common Name: 
Cyperaceae Eriophorum g r a c i l e - - - slender cotton 

grass 
L i l i a c e a e T o f i e l d i a g l u t i n o s a - - - f a l s e asphodel 
Orchidaceae Habenaria hyperborea - -- green flowered 

bog-orchid 
Ranunculaceae C o p t i s a s p l e n i f o l i a - - - gold-thread 

" Caltha b i f l o r a - - - - - - broad-leaved 
c a l t h a 

Empetraceae Empetrum nigrum - - - - -crowberry 
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Reference L i s t , cont'd: 

Family Genus & Species Common Name: 
Droseraceae Drosera r o t u n d i f o l i a - - - sundew 
Hypericaceae Hypericum an a g a l l o i d e s - - l i t t l e S t . 

John's wort 
Ericaceae Cornus canadensis - - - - - bunchberry 

" Oxycoccus quadripetalus , , /„ , . . -- bog cranberry (vaccinium oxycoccus) 
" Kalmia p o l i f o l i a - - - - swamp l a u r e l 
" Ledum groenlandicum - - - labrador tea 

Primulaceae T r i e n t a l i s a r t i c a - - - - a r c t i c s t a r -
flower 

Gentianaceae Menyanthes t r i f o l i a t a - -- buckbean 
C a p r i f o l i a c e a e Linnaea b o r e a l i s - - - - twin-flower 
Compositae Apargidium boreale - - - - northern 

apargidium 

The f o l l o w i n g b u l l e t i n , i ssued by the Royal S o c i e t y 
For The P r o t e c t i o n of B i r d s , came to your e d i t o r ' s a t t e n 
t i o n w h i le on a b r i e f v i s i t t o Scotland t h i s summer„ I t s 
message i s an e x c e l l e n t example of strenuous measures ne
cessary to assure the s u r v i v a l of a l i v i n g t h i n g when con
s e r v a t i o n i s neglected f o r almost too long. Perhaps those 
who f e e l that conservation i s a f i n e t h i n g , but are a l i t 
t l e lukewarm i n t h e i r support of a c t i o n , may f i n d a lesson 
i n t h i s s t o r y of a s t r u g g l e to assure the s u r v i v a l of a 
magnificent b i r d . 

OSPREYS IN SPEYSIDE 
The Osprey i s unique among B r i t i s h b i r d s of prey i n 

that i t feeds almost e x c l u s i v e l y on f i s h -- i n Speyside 
mainly pike -- which i t catches by plunging f e e t f i r s t 
w i th a great splash i n t o r i v e r s and lochs <, I t i s a l a r g e 
b i r d w i t h a wing span of f i v e f e e t . I t can be d i s t i n 
guished e a s i l y from other b i r d s of prey by i t s brown upper-
p a r t s , white head w i t h a b l a c k s t r i p e through the eye, and 
white under-parts. 

I t i s a summer v i s i t o r to i t s breeding quarters i n 
northern Europe, and spends the w i n t e r i n A f r i c a . I t 
breeds r e g u l a r l y i n Sweden, and i s extending i t s range 
westwards i n Norway. I t u s u a l l y b u i l d s i t s nest r i g h t at 
the top of a t a l l tree -- the Loch Garten t r e e i s 40 f e e t 
high.' The nest i s composed of l a r g e twigs and dead branches 
c a r r i e d to the e y r i e i n the b i r d s ' t a l o n s , and i s about 
f i v e f e e t i n diameter. 
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The "Fish-hawk" (as i t i s o f t e n c a l l e d ) has no con

n e c t i o n with the s o - c a l l e d "Osprey" plumes which were ob
tained from Egrets (a species of Heron) slaughtered dur
ing the breeding season w i t h much attendant c r u e l t y . The 
impo r t a t i o n of these plumes i s now p r o h i b i t e d by law -¬
the r e s u l t of re p r e s e n t a t i o n s made to Parliament by the 
Royal S o c i e t y f o r the P r o t e c t i o n o f ' B i r d s . 

About a century and a h a l f ago, Ospreys nested i n 
remote parts of the Highlands. With the development of 
sp o r t i n g i n t e r e s t s , f i s h i n g p r o p r i e t o r s came to brand 
the Osprey w i t h other b i r d s of prey as "vermin," and the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of these b e a u t i f u l b i r d s began. Trophy hunt
ers were a l s o on the prowl f o r s t u f f e d specimens; and the 
Ospreys became reduced i n numbers, the egg c o l l e c t o r s 
scrambled t o the scene to get a c l u t c h of " B r i t i s h - t a k e n " 
Osprey eggs before, w i t h t h e i r r a p a c i t y , they f i n a l l y ex
terminated the l a s t of our native-breeding b i r d s . 

The most famous nest s i t e i n our area was on the 
ruined c a s t l e on Loch an E i l e i n where the b i r d s l a i d 
eggs f o r the l a s t time i n 1899 -- although the e y r i e was 
v i s i t e d i n successive years up to 1902. This nest used 
to be r a i d e d c o n t i n u a l l y by e g g - c o l l e c t o r s u n t i l the 
b i r d s f i n a l l y gave up. 

Although Ospreys occurred o c c a s i o n a l l y i n Spring on 
mi g r a t i o n , i t was not u n t i l s h o r t l y a f t e r World War I I 
that they began t o be seen w i t h i n c r e a s i n g r e g u l a r i t y i n 
Speyside, They s t i l l had to run the g a u n t l e t of game
keepers, some of whom continued t o take.a t o l l of the 
b i r d s . That these b i r d s were c o n t i n e n t a l migrants i s 
shown by the f a c t that two b i r d s , r i n g e d as young i n 
Sweden, were recovered i n May and June i n the Highlands. 

On 29th August, 1953, three Ospreys were seen on the 
wing i n Speyside -- but there was no proof of n e s t i n g . 
In 1954 i t was u n o f f i c i a l l y reported that a p a i r had nest
ed and reared two young. In 1955, a p a i r were seen b u i l d 
ing an e y r i e at the top of a Scots pine on the south shore 
of Loch Garten on 29th A p r i l . The b i r d s were seen mating 
the next day, but i t i s not known whether eggs were l a i d . 
In any event, by the end of May the s i t e was deserted. I t 
i s very probable that t h i s nest was robbed, as the b i r d s 
l a t e r began to b u i l d a " f r u s t r a t i o n " e y r i e i n the Sluggan 
Pass. I t was then l a t e i n the season f o r success, and the 
b i r d s soon forsook the area. 

In 1956, the Ospreys returned, and t h i s time b u i l t 
an e y r i e i n the heart of Rothiemurchus f o r e s t . Eggs were 

l a i d i n e a r l y May, but had disappeared by 1st June. Once 
again, the p a i r b u i l t another " f r u s t r a t i o n " eyrie. t h i s 
time on a dead t r e e on the south shore of Loch M o r l i c h . 
The p a t t e r n of behaviour was very s i m i l a r to that of the 
previous year. Again i t was too l a t e i n the season f o r 
the b i r d s to succeed. 

E a r l y i n A p r i l 1957, a p a i r of Ospreys returned to 
the area, but one was shot before n e s t i n g began. The 
other r e p a i r e d and l i n e d the Loch Garten nest of 1955 s 

but f a i l e d t o a t t r a c t a mate 0 

In 1958, the Royal S o c i e t y f o r the P r o t e c t i o n of 
Bi r d s made arrangements to safeguard the b i r d s n i g h t and 
day, b e l i e v i n g t h a t ( e g g - c o l l e c t o r s were the main danger 0 

The b i r d s nested near Loch Garten and the R.S.P.B.'s sus
p i c i o n s were confirmed when a c o l l e c t o r climbed the tre e 
under cover of darkness and, on being s u r p r i s e d , dropped 
the eggs and made h i s escape; both the smashed eggs were 
f e r t i l e and would have hatched w i t h i n a f o r t n i g h t . 

In 1959 a l a r g e r guard was mounted when the p a i r 
again returned t o Loch Garten and nested i n a new tre e to 
the east of the Loch. Wardens guarding the nest at night 
had the use of a p a r a b o l i c - r e f l e c t o r microphone s i t u a t e d 
below the t r e e to enable them to detect any s u s p i c i o u s 
noises. The lower trunk of the t r e e was a l s o swathed i n 
barbed dannaert wire to prevent anyone c l i m b i n g i t . T his 
time the b i r d s were s u c c e s s f u l i n r e a r i n g three c h i c k s . < 
A f t e r the eggs had hatched, the R.S.P.B. erected an ob
se r v a t i o n post from which the p u b l i c could view the b i r d s 
through powerful b i n o c u l a r s mounted on a t r i p o d . Between 
12th June u n t i l mid-August, t h i s o b s e r v a t i o n post was 
v i s i t e d by over 14,000 people. 

Since 1959 a p a i r of Ospreys has nested s u c c e s s f u l l y 
every year at the same e y r i e . In 1960, two young were 
reared; and i n 1961, three young. The P u b l i c Observation 
Post has been v i s i t e d by other s t r a y Ospreys, but none of 
them have s e t t l e d to nest and were probably only on pas
sage m i g r a t i o n . Incubation began on 1st May and i t i s 
a n t i c i p a t e d that the eggs w i l l hatch on 6th June. 

The R 0SoP.B. again arranged f o r t h e i r p r o t e c t i o n -¬
guarding the nest night and day during the i n c u b a t i o n 
p e r i o d w i t h a succession of volunteer members of the 
So c i e t y . The p u b l i c are again i n v i t e d t o view the b i r d s 
at the e y r i e from O.P. which i s open between 10^30 a.m. 
and 8:30 p 0m 0 Outside these hours, the p u b l i c are not 
admitted to the Sanctuary. Access i s by a peat t r a c k 
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l e a d i n g eastwards i n t o the Sanctuary from the p u b l i c road 
at Loch Garten. 

For the f o u r t h year running, the Ospreys have r e 
turned s a f e l y to Loch Garten and have now become part of 
the Highland scene to which they belong. They are as yet 
the only p a i r known to breed i n the whole of the B r i t i s h 
I s l e s . Please help us by g i v i n g a donation; or b e t t e r 
s t i l l , become a Member of the S o c i e t y . 

Please ask f o r a f r e e Prospectus at the Observation 
Post, or w r i t e f o r d e t a i l s to the S o c i e t y ' s S c o t t i s h Rep
r e s e n t a t i v e , Mr. George Waterston, R.S,P.B. S c o t t i s h 
O f f i c e , 21 Regent Terrace, Edinburgh, 7. 

ick-k ** *** 

THE TUESDAY GROUP 
by J . M. Barnett, Scarborough, Ontario 

The 'Friendly Forum 1, we l i k e to c a l l them - a small 
group of n a t u r a l i s t s who meet every Tuesday morning, r a i n 
or shine, and wander along the by-ways of V i c t o r i a to 
enjoy the f r e s h a i r , the fauna and f l o r a , and each other's 
company. 

Go with them and you w i l l get to know the haunts of 
the b i r d s , hear the s k y l a r k sing and v i s i t the secret 
places of the w i l d f l o w e r s . 

You w i l l be t o l d the b i r d c a l l s by one who has had 
her tape recordings put on records and played by the 
C. B. C , and have the b i r d or flower you saw i d e n t i f i e d 
by the p r o f e s s o r . 

Throughout the year many v i s i t o r s t o V i c t o r i a j o i n 
the group and are welcomed. We have heard many f l a t t e r 
ing remarks from them about V i c t o r i a i n general and the 
f r i e n d l i n e s s of the group i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

My own a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the 'Tuesday Group' was 
the h i g h l i g h t of my stay on the 'Enchanted I s l e ' , and my 
greatest r e g r e t since r e t u r n i n g to the b i g c i t y has been 
my i n a b i l i t y to see these charming people each week. 

Maybe some day i n the not too d i s t a n t f u t u r e , we 
w i l l be permitted to walk w i t h them again. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURE COUNCIL NEWSLETTER 
For thosewho have not seen the J u l y 1964 i s s u e of the 

Newsletter, we present the f o l l o w i n g excerpts. 
A well-attended Annual meeting was h e l d i n P e n t i c t o n 
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on May 9th and 10th. The South Okanagan N a t u r a l i s t ' s 
Club hosted the meeting and two f i e l d t r i p s . Mr. York 
Edwards of P r o v i n c i a l Parks Branch spoke on "Parks and 
the N a t u r a l i s t " . Dr. J.E, Armstrong c h a i r e d the meeting 
i n the absence of Dr. T.M.C. Ta y l o r , P r e s i d e n t . Dr. James 
E. B e n d e l l , U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h Columbia, Department of 
Zoology, was e l e c t e d President f o r 1964=65. Other o f f i 
cers of the C o u n c i l remain as before, 

During the meeting, d i s c u s s i o n centred on P r o v i n c i a l 
Parks. Two r e s o l u t i o n s r e l a t i n g to P r o v i n c i a l Parks are 
to be sent to Hon. Mr, Keirnan, M i n i s t e r of Recreation 
and Conservation. 
1. "Whereas i n recent weeks, much concern has been 

expressed by many i n d i v i d u a l s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n B r i t i s h Columbia about the b a s i c purposes and 
the f u t u r e of our P r o v i n c i a l Parks, be i t r e s o l v e d , 
that t h i s C o u n c i l expresses the c o n v i c t i o n that 
the primary object of the establishment and main
tenance of a P r o v i n c i a l Park should be the long 
term p r e s e r v a t i o n of nature f o r the education and 
enjoyment of f u t u r e generations. 

2. "Resolved that t h i s meeting of the B r i t i s h Colum
b i a Nature Cou n c i l ask the Hon. M i n i s t e r of Rec
r e a t i o n and Conservation to hasten the inventory 
of r e c r e a t i o n a l and n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s of B r i t i s h 
Columbia P r o v i n c i a l Parks. 

*** ** *** 
AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMSg SEASON 1964-65 

The f o l l o w i n g are the dates and speakers f o r the 
coming s e r i e s : 
Oct. 2 & 3 - Mrs. P a t r i c i a Witherspoon "Stepping stones 

to A u s t r a l i a " . 
Nov. 6 & 7 - E a r l L„ H i l f i k e r - - - - - " W i l d l i f e of the 

Eastern Woodlands." 
Jan.15 & 16 - Charles T, Hotchkiss - "Wilderness T r a i l s " 
Feb.12 & 13 - John D. Bulger - - - - "New England Saga" 
Mar.19 & 20 - G. C l i f f o r d C a r l - - - "Essence of L i f e " 

The above dates are a l l F r i d a y s and Saturdays. Unfor
t u n a t e l y , owing to increased cost of production,the season 
t i c k e t s and s i n g l e admission t i c k e t s f o r a d u l t s have had 
to be increased. New p r i c e s w i l l be: Season T i c k e t s $3 = 50, 
s i n g l e admission $1.00. The p r i c e f o r students remains as 
before, season t i c k e t s $1.00, s i n g l e admission 25c 

I t i s hoped that every member w i l l introduce a non-member f r i e n d to the e x c e l l e n t Audubon W i l d l i f e F i l m s e r i e s . 
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PARKS FOR NATURALISTS 
- Wickaninnish Beach Park -

By R. Y. Edwards 

This park i s on famous Long Beach, north of U c l u l e t , 
and now q u i t e easy to reach v i a a rough road from A l b e r n i -
not so bad a road at low speed. Be prepared f o r s u r p r i s e s 
i n t h i s park. The f o r e s t surrounding the campsites i s a 
b i t boggy, and f u l l of stunted cedars, lodgepole pines and 
hemlocks that have been b l a s t e d by sea g a l e s . 

The beach i s d e l i g h t f u l . Look f o r razor clams, semi-
palmated sandpipers, and whales blowing o f f - s h o r e . In 
l a t e summer, hundreds of shearwaters are o f t e n o f f - s h o r e 
a l s o . Some outcrops of rock on the beach support goose 
barn a c l e s , C a l i f o r n i a mussels and many s t a r f i s h . 

Out at sea are i s l a n d s festooned w i t h cormorants and 
sea l i o n s . Here i s a new world f o r n a t u r a l i s t s -- only 
f i v e hours from V i c t o r i a , 

FRANCIS PARK 
by Freeman King 

The Nature House and t r a i l s at F r a n c i s Park seem to 
be as popular as ever. During June, over 1,000 v i s i t o r s 
enjoyed the beauty of the t r a i l s . We were very pleased 
w i t h p u b l i c response to our p l e a to keep the park clean 
and avoid damaging p l a n t s . 

Scenes w i t h i n the park are always changing. No two 
days are a l i k e . Today a flower blooms; tomorrow the seed 
develops. An e v e r - a c t i v e b i r d feeds i t s brood; soon the 
young w i l l f l y . F a s c i n a t i n g a c t i v i t i e s of red ants teach 
a lesson i n i n d u s t r y . 

G i r l Guides, Boy Scouts, school c l a s s e s and many 
other groups have v i s i t e d the park to see and l e a r n some
t h i n g of the world of nature. A number of V i c t o r i a Uni
v e r s i t y students have been using the park as a study area. 

Nancy Chapman and Linda Gregg have kept things i n 
order; have changed the Nature House d i s p l a y s as r e q u i r e d ; 
have taken v i s i t o r s on conducted tours of the park t r a i l s , 
and somehow found time to help younger members l e a r n a 
l i t t l e more about nature. 

Mr. Percy Dumbleton 3 our c a r e t a k e r , has kept the 
parking and s e r v i c e area i n top c o n d i t i o n and cut the long 
grass to reduce f i r e hazard. Thanks are due to Saanich 
municipal a u t h o r i t i e s f o r p l a c i n g a new s i g n r e s t r i c t i n g 

the speed of cars passing the parking area. 
We welcome to the park board, as s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r 

Mr. Richard Moyer, who takes the place of Mr, W. Morgan, 
who r e c e n t l y moved to Nanaimo. 

* * * * V r * "kick 

JUNIOR JOTTINGS 
by Nancy Chapman 

At the beginning of J u l y , the J u n i o r Branch h e l d 
t h e i r annual camp at Goldstream Park. A l t o g e t h e r , there 
were 41 people i n camp, 6 s t a f f , and 35 c h i l d r e n . Four 
were j u n i o r s from the Duncan group. 

Skipper of course was i n charge. Mrs. Chapman d i d 
the cooking, w i t h the v a l u a b l e a s s i s t a n c e of Mrs. P i t e 
(from Duncan), Mrs. Whitby, and Mrs. G i f f o r d , Mrs. Kaye 
Osbourne, or "Ozzie", acted as camp mother. We would 
l i k e to thank these people f o r making our camp such a 
success. 

Camp a c t i v i t i e s c o n s i s t e d of nature study, h i k i n g , 
swimming, games and s t u n t s , and campfire, A survey was 
made by each work group of the new Nature T r a i l at the 
campsite. The t r a i l was d i v i d e d i n t o e c o l o g i c a l zones 
according to g e o l o g i c a l s t r u c t u r e and p l a n t growth, and 
outstanding f e a t u r e s of the t r a i l were recorded. Re
s u l t s of these surveys were sumarized and turned over 
to Mr, R. York Edwards of the Parks Branch. 

One of the h i g h l i g h t s of the survey was a v i s i t to 
a grove of huge trees growing i n a g l a c i a l pocket at 
the back of campsites 73 and 74, Skip had found t h i s 
grove s e v e r a l weeks before and was very t h r i l l e d w i t h i t . 
He asked us i f we would l i k e to p i c k a name f o r i t , and 
we decided i t would be appropriate to c a l l i t SKIP'S 
PARADISE. We wrote a l e t t e r to the Parks Branch t e l l i n g 
them of our d e c i s i o n , and hope to get a s i g n erected i n 
h i s honour. 

We were very pleased to have some members of the 
senior group come out and v i s i t us, although we wished 
more had come. 

Besides our own l o c a l camp, we are h o l d i n g t h i s year 
f o r the f i r s t time s a p r o v i n c i a l camp near O l i v e r i n the 
Okanagan, again under Skip's l e a d e r s h i p . Only four from 
V i c t o r i a are permitted to attend t h i s camp. Those attend 
ing are Danny G i f f o r d , Ross Storey, Nancy Pope, and Jan 
Murphey, as w e l l as Skip and myself. 

This camp i s ten days long and i n c l u d e s s e v e r a l 
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out-of-camp e x p e d i t i o n s , which should be of r e a l i n t e r e s t , 
e s p e c i a l l y to those who have never been to the Okanagan. 
We hope to conduct a survey of one of the many a l k a l i 
lakes i n that r e g i o n . The camp should be a b i g success. 

**** ** **** 

A PLEASANT EXPERIENCE 
by A. R. Davidson 

I f there i s one th i n g more than any other which de
l i g h t s a b i r d watcher, i t i s to f i n d a m i g r a t i o n of the 
small b i r d s . Quite o f t e n i n J u l y and August the woods 
are apparently d e s t i t u t e of l i f e ; there i s no s i n g i n g 
and everything i s q u i e t . 

In the e a r l y morning of August 8th, however, we 
entered the woods on Cedar H i l l Cross Road j u s t beyond 
the r i d i n g academy, and found the trees and shrubs a l i v e 
w i t h b i r d s . Migrants and r e s i d e n t s a l i k e were a l l there, 
s i n g i n g and c a l l i n g and e x c i t e d l y f l y i n g around i n a l l 
d i r e c t i o n s , so we stayed there over an hour and d i d our 
best to i d e n t i f y them and get some idea of t h e i r numbers. 

B u s h t i t s and chickadees were there i n f l o c k s , and 
while we were unable to i d e n t i f y them a l l , we counted 
twenty-six species, which included the seldom seen black-
throated grey warbler, a l s o l u t e s c e n t , y e l l o w ? black-cap 
and M c G i l l i v r a y warblers; russet-back thrushes and west
ern tanagers; western and o l i v e - s i d e d f l y c a t c h e r s , s o l i 
t a r y v i r e o ; mourning doves and b a n d - t a i l e d pigeon, downy 
woodpeckers, creepers and nuthatches; c r o s s b i l l s , s i s k i n s , 
purple and house f i n c h e s ; a l s o towhees, song sparrows and 
Bewick wrens. 

This i s an e a r l y date f o r such a m i g r a t i o n , and ap
p a r e n t l y i t was f a i r l y wide-spread, as Mr. Mackenzie-Grieve 
found many such migrants at h i s place about a m i l e away 
at Cadboro Bay about the same time of day. 

* * * * -k 

FOREST RESEARCH STATION, COWICHAN LAKE, B.C. h 

by G a i l Moyer 
On Saturday, June 6th, twelve cars set out f o r an 

ex p e d i t i o n to the B. C. Forest S e r v i c e Research S t a t i o n 
at Cowichan Lake. T h i s t r i p was organized as a follow-up 
to Dr. S.L. Orr-Ewing's l e c t u r e on "Forest Tree Breeding 
i n B.C." on January 14th. At Mesachie Lake v i l l a g e we met 
Mr. C h r i s Heaman, who was to be our guide on the expedition. 

Before going to the Experimental S t a t i o n , we drove a 
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short distance up Robertson V a l l e y to see some examples of 
i n d i v i d u a l research t r e e s . Most of the t r e e s are chosen 
f o r favourable c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , as we saw i n t r e e #13. An 
example of a very poor t r e e was seen i n #19. Although 
t h i s t r e e has bad c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , such as a very crooked 
stem and t h i c k droopy branching, i t i s a l s o being used as 
a research t r e e , to discover i f these bad c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
are inherent. These t r e e s are used by Dr. Orr-Ewing f o r 
cross-breeding s t u d i e s . P o l l i n a t i o n bags are put on the 
female s t r o b i l i e a r l y i n the s p r i n g . When they are r e 
c e p t i v e , they are p o l l i n a t e d by means of a hypodermic 
syringe which i s i n s e r t e d through the bag. The p o l l e n 
used i n the cross i s c o l l e c t e d p r e v i o u s l y . A f t e r p o l l i n a 
t i o n , and when the s c a l e s of the young cones have c l o s e d , 
the p o l l i n a t i o n bags are removed and replaced w i t h f i n e 
mesh bags u n t i l p i c k i n g time, to pro t e c t them from i n s e c t s 
and s q u i r r e l s . By t h i s method of c o n t r o l l e d p o l l i n a t i o n , 
both parents are known, and the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the 
progeny which develop can be r e l a t e d to those of t h e i r 
parents. 

The next stop was on the road to the s t a t i o n , to see 
two examples of plus t r e e s . Here, Mr. Heaman gave an ex
p l a n a t i o n of the propagation of plus t r e e s , and introduced 
us to such terms as ramet, s c i o n and clone bank. With the 
a i d of a r i f l e , scions are c o l l e c t e d from the top of a 
plus tree and g r a f t e d onto a r o o t - s t o c k . The i n d i v i d u a l , 
c o n s i s t i n g of a s c i o n and r o o t - s t o c k , i s c a l l e d a ramet. 
Each row, or clone, c o n s i s t s of ramets w i t h s c i o n s from 
one t r e e and the clones c o l l e c t i v e l y comprise a clone bank 
By t h i s method of v e g e t a t i v e propagation, t r e e s are pro
duced which are g e n e t i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l to the plus t r e e s . 

A f t e r lunch, we took a short look at the seed beds, 
where seedlings are grown i n an a r t i f i c i a l mixture of 
peat and sand. I t i s important to know how research trees 
behave as parents, t h e r e f o r e , the germination of t h e i r 
seeds i s s t u d i e d . Some seedlings have developed from very 
wide crosses; f o r example a female cone on a Cowichan 
Lake t r e e was p o l l i n a t e d w i t h p o l l e n from a tr e e i n Oregon 
By such widely separated crosses, i t i s hoped to obtain 
h e t e r o s i s or populations which would otherwise not have 
been combined. 

(To be concluded i n 
the October issue.) 
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MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS 

GENERAL MEETING: 
Sept'. 8th. At the Douglas B u i l d i n g C a f e t e r i a 

on E l l i o t S t r e e t , at 8 p.m. . 
Speaker - Miss Enid Lemon 
"See A Moose or Bust". 
Fragments of fauna and f l o r a from 
Okanagan to Banff. I l l u s t r a t e d . 

BIRD FIELD TRIP: 
Sept. 19th: To I s l a n d View Beach; 

Meet at Monterey Parking Lot, 
H i l l s i d e & Douglas, 9:30 a.m., 
or the Black Swan, E l k Lake at 10 a.m. 
Leader: Mr. M. Matheson, EV.3-7381. 
Br i n g lunch. 

BOTANY MEETING: 
Sept. 30th. At the P r o v i n c i a l Museum at 8 p.m. 

Speaker: Mr. J . Cowlin 
"Mountain Flowers". I l l u s t r a t e d . 

JUNIOR GROUP: 
Meet each Saturday at the Monterey 
Parking L o t , H i l l s i d e & Douglas at 
1:30 p.m. f o r F i e l d t r i p s . 
Leader: Mr. Freeman King. 

Anyone who would l i k e to j o i n these 
t r i p s i s welcome. Mr. King can be 
contacted at GR.9-2966. 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR: 
Oct. 2 & 3. At the Oak Bay J u n i o r High School 

at 8 p.m. 
Speaker: P a t r i c i a B. Witherspoon 
Subject - "Stepping Stones to A u s t r a l i a 

•kifkifkick'k'kicirit 
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